
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Demystifying the Livingston County Poorhouse  

By Holly Watson 
Livingston County Historian 

 
February 20, 2025   7PM 

Lima Town Hall 2nd Floor 
(Accessible via elevator at west side door) 

 
Co-Sponsored with the Lima Public Library 

 
On Thursday, February 20th at 7 pm, Holly Watson, the Livingston County Historian, will present a compelling talk on the 
county poorhouse that existed in Geneseo during the early 19th and 20th centuries. Many of you may be familiar with the 
old building.  As Holly will explain, poorhouses often have a complex history, but historical records can help us understand 
the evolution of care at these institutions, and dignify the poorhouse residents so they are not forgotten. 
The Livingston County Poorhouse (later the County Home) provided care to county residents from the 1820s through the 
1960s. Over the years, the Poorhouse evolved, along with perspectives about people experiencing loss, poverty, and mental 
illness. The program will trace these changes and what life in the Poorhouse might have been like, concluding with a 
discussion on recent preservation initiatives for the former buildings and the remaining Poorhouse cemeteries. 
The talk will be presented at the Lima Town Hall at 7 pm.  The public is welcome.  Admission is free.  

       

Help with An Unsolved Mystery?? 
 

There are two diaries in our museum that were written by an unknown girl or young woman between 1857 and 1860. They 
were among documents that came to us from Erastus Chapin who was originally from Bloomfield and was in the Civil 
War.  The diaries speak of doing laundry and cleaning the house a great deal, but she seems to have a wide circle of friends 
whose main source of entertainment is apparently “taking tea with friends.”   
She often speaks of visits from Elijah and Sarah who come to Lima along with Delia and visit with Mr. Silas C. Atwell 
who we know died in 1884 and was buried in the Presbyterian Lima (see links to cemetery listings on page 2). They also 
go to Mr. P. Clark’s and to the Swick’s.   She tells of her mother passing away, at which time Johnathan and Mary were 
sent for,bringing little Laura with them.  Mrs. Wilbur Moses was a big help to her after her mother’s death.  Any clues?? 
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LHS Calendar of Events PLEASE CLIP AND SAVE 
 
Thursday, February 13th  Hybrid Board meeting by ZOOM and in person at 7pm. Location TBD 
    Members welcome to attend. Contact us on our website for details.  
 
Thursday, February 20th  Demystifying the Livingston County Poorhouse by Holly Watson, Livingston County  
    Historian. Lima Town Hall, 7 pm. Co -sponsored with Lima Public Library. 
 
Thursday, March 13th  Hybrid Board meeting by ZOOM and in person at 7pm. Location TBD 
     Members welcome to attend. Contact us on our website for details. 
 
Thursday, April 10th  Hybrid Board meeting by ZOOM and in person at 7pm. Location TBD 
     Members welcome to attend. Contact us on our website for details. 
 
Sunday, May 18th   LHS Annual Dinner Meeting. Location TBD. “Women of the Civil War” Music  
    with Don Dwyer. 

 
 

LIMA HISTORICAL SOCIETY 1850 ROCHESTER ST.   LIMA NY 14485  (585-624-1050)  
www.limahistorical.org    limahistoricalsociety@gmail.com 

 

Searching Livingston County Cemeteries 
 

We often get inquiries from the public about ancestors who 
lived in Lima throughout its nearly 250-year history. Our 
cemeteries, are, of course a rich source of information 
about individuals, but it is sometimes it is unwieldy to 
track down specific individuals by name.  We have found 
the following sources very useful for local cemetery 
searches: 
 
Livingston County Historian’s Records Index 
 
http://www.friendsofcems.org/livingston/default.htm?SQL.
asp?CemNumber=8&,2 

Interested in Joining the  
Historical Society Board of Trustees? 

 
We are looking for several members to serve on the 
Lima Historical Society Board of Trustees.  Ballots go 
out in April and the election will take place in May.   
 
If you would like to join the LHS Board, please contact 
the Nominating Committee (Courtney Rowe-Lenahan or 
Erika Reinhardt-Roggow) via our website. 
 
No previous experience is needed, and the best kept 
secret is that we have a lot of fun at our board meetings!! 
Great way to become more involved in local history.  

Museum Helpers Needed 
 

Not much has been going on in the museum this winter 
beyond checking for heat and squirrel invasions. 
Thankfully we are good on both counts.  Kudos to all of 
you who trudged up the driveway in rain, snow and sleet to 
check on the building. 
 

We are eager to get back to work in April in preparation 
for the museum opening to the public in May.   As always, 
we need volunteers to help sort, catalogue, and label all the 
historical items that will be coming in from members and 
other Lima residents as they normally do each spring.  
 
Please join us if even for a few hours a week. Contact us 
on the LHS website above. 

A New Sign  
for the Tennie Burton Museum  

 

Sadly, our museum sign in the front yard has fallen into 
considerable disrepair in recent years.  Duane Fuller has 
done his utmost to keep putting it back together, but we 
have agreed that the time has come to replace it. A 
creative committee of Gail Fuller, Kathie Reynolds and 
Elizabeth Osta were enlisted and are presently hard at 
work coming up with design ideas, suitable colors, and 
bids from sign makers for review by other board 
members and submission to the Village of Lima for 
approval. 
 

Our thanks to the late Al Lacy who made the existing  
sign.

BECOME A MEMBER OF THE LIMA HISTORICAL SOCIETY!! 
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